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to nouns or verbs, as is done in the other 
grammars. Since in the second ablaut series 
au >-ou is older than au > before h and the 
dentals, § 46 should have preceded § 45 and 
for this reason on pages 230 and 231 the second 
division of Class I. should have been the first. 

The vowels of the syllables not under chief- 
stress are treated more fully and practically in 
§ 54 _ 77 than in any other grammar. 

It is to be regretted that the terms hart and 
weich are still used. When I first found them 
in § 81, I was prepared for the " stimmlose 
media " b,d, g, which was sure to turn up later. 
See § 103, § 163. As long as Sievers and Vie- 
tor identify the South and Middle German 
surd stops + voice glide (b, d, g,) as "soft" or 
" ton lose" "media" or "stimmlose lenis" 
whatever name this "Unding" may bear, the 
philologists will have them in their grammars. 
The only German authority in phonetics that 
agrees with Sweet and Storm is Krauter. 

If we were only rid of the terms lenis, fortis, 
media, tenuis, hard and soft! They cover the 
deep-seated error. The sound represented by 
the symbol b in the eyes of all civilized nations 
except certain Germans is a sonant lip-stop ; 
whether this be strong (fortis) or weak (lenis), 
whether long or short, it always remains 
sonant. Now what may a "stimmlose" i. e. 
surd sonant lip-stop be ? And yet Vietor says, 
§ 102 Anm. of his " Elemente der Phonetik 
etc.: Die Unterscheidung der beiden Glieder 
der Verschluss lautpaare gk, dt, bp beruht 
also erstens auf dem absoluten Moment des 
Vor hand ens eins oder Fehlens des Stimtntons. 

In § 95 the examples fol—follir, wolla etc. 
will hardly be appreciated unless the refer- 
ences to Kluge are looked up. It would have 
taken little space to give the primitive forms 
with In etc. Braune, Paul and Noreen say 
a-declension and 6-dec tension, Sievers o- and 
d-de c tensions ; I prefer Sievers' terms, which 
connect directly with the Greek and Latin 
declensions. 

I am surprised, that Braune does not give 
the phonetics of sch < sc, sk, in § 146. The 
development was sk > sky before palatal 
vowels, sky > s-ch as in the modern West- 
phalian dialect, i. e. s + palatal spirant, this in- 
to the simple sound sch, Engl. sh. 

Into all unsettled questions, as re-duplication 



+ ablaut or re-duplication sans ablaut ; /-pre- 
terite or (///-preterite or both ; the origin of 
the long stem-vowel in the plural of Class V. 
of strong verbs, Braune wisely does not enter. 
He gives only the proper references to the 
latest and generally the soundest investigations 
on the subject, a praiseworthy custom, in 
which he follows his fellow-editors. 

Though the table of contents is quite full, it 
is to be hoped that the second edition of the 
work will give us a complete index. Of the 
three misprints which I have noticed, even the 
one in Anm. 1 of § 91 is hardly misleading. 
The second A. H. D. in line 2 should be N. 
H. D. All instructors and students of the Ger- 
man language are to be congratulated upon the 
clear and sound presentation of its historical 
development from the oldest General Teutonic 
to the newest New High German, as given in 
Braune's O. H. G. and Paul's M. H. G. Gram- 
mars. 

H. C. G. Brandt. 
Hamilton College. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

Prof. John G. R. McElroy (University of 
Pennsylvania) has published a book with the 
somewhat elaborate title : " Essential Lessons 
in English Etymology, comprising the history, 
derivation, composition, and relationship of 
English words ; with lists of prefixes, suffixes, 
stems, doublets, homonyms, etc. For the use 
of schools (John E. Potter & Co., Philadel- 
phia)." These pages are, according to the 
words of the Preface, designed "to render the 
elementary study of English Etymology at 
once simple and rational," by means of "sim- 
ple explanations of the nature and origin of 
words, their growth and decay, the sounds 
that compose them, their history, and their 
relationship," which shall also prepare the 
student for subsequent " advanced studies, not 
only in English, but in language as a whole." 

To this extent Prof. McElroy 's doctrine is 
sound, namely, that there are certain prin- 
ciples of language that may with the best 
advantage be imparted to elementary classes ; 
that many of the broader facts in the history of 
the student's vernacular can at an early age be 
acquired to a degree that must be favorable to 
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the expansion of the young mind, and to the 
ultimate apprehension of the laws of the great 
science of philology. But to select these 
broader facts, and to state them in terms that 
shall be unmistakably clear and comprehensi- 
ble, is no easy task, and it is in this matter of 
selection, or rather of rejection, that Prof. 
McElroy has failed of his purpose. He has 
been too ambitious to make his book erudite 
and full ; not guarded enough to exclude that 
which the student for whom he writes is in no 
way prepared to understand. This restriction 
applies particularly to the " lists of stems and 
affixes." The student will be able to get no 
more satisfactory results from these chapters 
than from Prof. Haldeman's appalling " Af- 
fixes," although it were quite possible to write 
a sufficient number of clear pages on the de- 
velopment and use of a goodly number of the 
most characteristic of such formative elements. 
Theoretically Prof. McElroy is right in as- 
suming that the student may thus early be told 
something of the physiology of the sounds of 
language, and of the laws of sound-variation; 
but in these departments of the subject nothing 
beyond a careful statement of the simplest 
elementary facts should be given in a primer. 
Prof. McElroy has here, too, attempted too 
much, and has often been quite inaccurate. 
The lessons on phonetics are curious ; the 
student is, for example, told that the vowel 
sounds "are pronounced with the mouth and 
throat open," the consonants "with the 
mouth and throat more or less closed." Or 
again, fancy a young student struggling to 
realize such deliberate statements as these: " in 
pronouncing it, the mouth cavity is compressed 
towards the lips, and the lips are placed near- 
ly together; in pronouncing a, the mouth is 
arched, and the lips are wide apart ; in pro- 
nouncing i, the mouth is compressed towards 
the throat, and the lips are in a position 
between those required for 11 and for a." "I is 
produced by pressing the tongue slightly 
against the teeth, while the lips are nearly 
closed, but the breath uninterrupted;" final r 
"by setting the palate to vibrating." A single 
example in "Sound-variation" may serve to 
illustrate several points upon which it were 
useless to comment. In the word help (A. S. 
helpan) the vowel, according to the author, 



shows umlaut (i-a > e), "the older form being 
hilpan." " Extracts from standard, or at least 
from good writers " are to furnish the basis for 
the introductory lessons, and yet, in the 
third lesson the youth is made familiar with 
the execrable fabrication, " non-comeatable.\ 
Prof. McElroy must be allowed to revise his 
book right speedily; let his best ideas be 
developed within the scope of one-half of the 
material here employed, and the value of the 
results will be doubled. 

We would heartily recommend to our libra. 
ries and to all those interested in Romance or 
paleographic studies, the support of the follow- 
ing undertaking, announced by circular letter: 

Ea Faculty des lettres de Lyon se propose 
de publier, par les soins de M. Cledat, profes- 
seur de langue et de literature du moyen age, 
tine reproduction photographique du c^lebre 
manuscrit, connu sous le nom de Bible vau- 
doisc. Ce manuscrit, qui est, comme on l'a 
dit, "mi des plus beaux ornements " de la 
biblioth^que du Palais des arts, a Lyon, con- 
tient une traduction, en, langue vulgaire du 
XHIe siecle, des quatre fivangiles, des Acles 
des apotres, de V Apocalypse et des Epitres de 
saint Paul, et se termine par nn rituel vaudois 
011 cathare, qui offre le plus grand interet an 
point de vue de l'histoire des tentatives de 
reforme religieuse au moyen age. 

Le prix de souscription est fixe a 30 francs 
par exemplaire. A la mise en vente, le prix 
de l'exeniplaire sera porte, pour ceux qui 
n'auraient pas souscrit, a 50 francs. 

Address M. Bourgeois, Secretaire du Com- 
ity de Publication, a la Faculte des Lettres de 
Lyon, France. 

A deprint from The Academy (Syracuse, 
N. Y.) entitled : 'The mutual relations of the 
Colleges and Academies,' by Professor Water- 
man Thomas Hewitt, of Cornell University, 
has just reached us and we cannot urge too 
strenuously the reading of it upon those inter- 
ested in secondary education. Tt is full of 
suggestive and sound doctrine : 

The examinations held in our colleges indi- 
cate defects in our public school system ; we 
should have uniform standards of examinations 
for teachers by competent scholars, orderly 
and progressive courses of study, and, instead 
of anarchy in text-books, such a system as 
would make uniform our public instruction. 
The public schools and the colleges should not 
be parts of independent and divergent systems. 
The higher should condition the lower ; influ- 
i ence from above should work downward 
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through all the schools of the state, and ad- 
vanced education should not be held in tram- 
mels by ineffective methods of teaching or 
organization in the subordinate schools. 

Messrs Roberts Brothers (Boston) have just 
published a large volume (478 pages) under 
the title, ' Franklin in France,' by Edward E. 
Hale and Edward E. Hale, Jr. It is a selec- 
tion from the mass of Franklin's correspon- 
dence that accumulated during his nine years' 
residence in France, and besides being of 
great historical importance, is of wide-reach- 
ing interest to the Romance Scholar. The 
" local color and the method of Franklin's life 
in France" are so faithfully given, the story of 
his association with Lafayette, La Rochefou- 
cauld, Voltaire and a host of other celebrities, 
is told with so much directness and with so 
vivid, personal interest, through judicious 
and happy selections from the letters, that the 
attention of the reader is held as by an ab- 
sorbing work of fiction. A little note in 
Franklin's French, the reply in a French- 
man's English, charming missives from fe- 
male friends and kindly greetings from the 
great philosopher and statesman, are min- 
gled here and there with state-papers, and 
serve to give us a strikingly keen insight into 
the customs, manners and modes of thought 
in France during these troublous times in 
America. No one surely can lay these letters 
down without being impressed with the deep 
sympathy felt for the American cause by the 
French, or without feeling that he knows more 
of the generous impulses that stirred the great 
heart of the French people in our favor. It is 
the intense personal element threading these 
letters that makes them of so great interest, and 
the publication of them just now is especially 
propitious, as they may be used with advan- 
tage in connection with the new work by 
Doniol, ' Histoire de la participation de la 
France a. l'^tablissement des Etats-Unis 
d'AmeVique.' 

A course of six French Readings, beginning 
March 21st, 1S87, will be given at Harvard 
University, on Mondays at 4 p. m., by Profes- 
sors B6cher and Cohn. These Readings are 
given for the purpose of enabling the French 
department to purchase books needed in the 



special Library now in Sever Hall 21. The 
Readings will be distributed as follows : — 

1. Alfred de Musset, Carmosine. Professor 
B6cher. 

2. Chanson de Roland. (Reading in modern 
French from the Old French text). Professor 
Cohn. 

3. Moliere, La Critique de V Ecole des Fem- 
mes. Professor B6cher. 

4. Bossuet, Oraison funebre de Henriette 
d' Angleterre. Professor Cohn. 

5. Theodore de Banville, Gringoire . Pro- 
fessor B6cher. 

6. Beaumarchais, Le Mariage de Figaro. 
Professor Cohn. 



PERSONAL. 

Mr. H. Schmidt, of Hoboken, N. J., known 
to our readers by his article, " Seneca's influ- 
ence upon Gorboduc " (cf. Modern Lan- 
gvage Notes, Vol. II, No. 2), has been ap- 
pointed at the University of North Carolina to 
fill the place of professor W. D. Toy, who is 
forced to give up his work temporarily on ac- 
count of the effects of a fall from a horse. 
Prof. Toy hopes to return to duty at the begin- 
ning of next year. 

Professor Ernesto Monaci (University of 
Rome) is occupied with carrying through the 
press a work bearing on the history of Italy. 
The Italian Government, with its accustomed 
generosity, has allowed him to discontinue, for 
this winter, his University lectures, that all his 
time may be devoted to this undertaking. 
The work in question is a MS. of the Vatican 
Library, which is being published, with fac- 
similes of the original, under the title : ' Gesta 
di Federico I.' and is an anonymous Latin 
poem of the twelfth century. 

Prof. R. Wiilker (Leipzig) has almost ready 
another installment of the new edition of 
Green's Bibliothek der Angelsachs. Poesie ; 
this part will begin the second volume, and 
contain the poetry of the Codex Vercellensis. 

Prof. Adolf Ebert (Leipzig) is seeing through 
the press the third volume of his " Allgemeine 
Geschichte der Literatur des Mittelalters im 
Abendlande. ' ' This new portion of the already 
famous work will have a special value to the 
student of English literature, inasmuch as the 
entire Anglo-Saxon period is here treated. 
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